
Newsletter 2019 
What a difference a year makes. This time last year we were at the 

beginning of our rebuilding- and what a year it has been! 

Over the past 12 months we have added quite a bit of silverware to the trophy 

cabinet. 

In February, after an early start we travelled to Peterlee in 

Durham County, where we came 2nd at the Festival of 

Brass Contest, and won two further awards– our basses 

winning as a section, and Chairman Colin Moss being 

chosen as the best soloist for his performance as solo 

euphonium. 

The pivotal Yorkshire Areas then came in March– our region’s 

battle to make the National Finals. For the first time in 40 years, 

we were crowned ‘3rd Section Yorkshire Area Champions’ and 

our soprano cornet player Faye Thompson was awarded the best 

soloist prize. To say we were pleased with the result was an 

understatement, and quite a few tears were shed! 

This result led to us representing Yorkshire at the National Finals 

at Cheltenham in September, where we came 5th out of 18 bands. 

We were a little disappointed in this result- but on reflection realised 

that this wasn’t too bad at all and we were again the highest placed 

Yorkshire band. 

Contest success continued into November, where we won the 

Yorkshire and Humberside contest held at Dewsbury Town Hall and 

this time it was Principal Cornet Nigel Darbyshire who was awarded 

with a well deserved best instrumentalist prize. 

In between all the contesting we have continued with our 

regular concerts in the band club, hosted two joint concerts with 

Norwegian bands, travelled to Bowburn for the Durham Miners Gala 

and given 2 cabaret performances! 

As we enter our busy Christmas season we would like to thank 

you all for your support, and we look forward to seeing you in the 

New Year. 
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Continuous improvement has been the 
byword in 2019. 
 
I’m proud to have been a part of steadily building a 
stronger bigger sound this year. More importantly, 
Kippax Band have now the confidence to deliver a 
performance when it really matters.  
 
It’s been nice to welcome new faces to the band to 
freshen things up, and with them 
and the unwavering support of our 
long serving players we have 
collected plenty of silverware this 
year- including individual and 
section prizes, and a 5th place at the 
National Finals, which equals our 
best ever placing. 
 
Next year’s goals? Firstly, to win the Yorkshire Area 
Championship in March (something we have never 
done in consecutive years) and then get the 
opportunity to improve on that 5th place finals 
place. 
 
Wherever we are, we will always continue to 
promote the band and the village in a positive way, 
and we thank Kippax Parish Council and you as our 
audience for your pivotal support and good wishes.  

 
We look forward to the new 
year with renewed enthusiasm 
and hope you enjoy all our 
performances. 
I have asked our social media 
volunteers to do their best to 
make sure you know where 
Kippax Band will be performing 
in 2020- please get in touch 
anytime!  

Last year I was the new MD of Kippax Band; my agenda 
was to turn things around as quickly as possible- and I 
made a few bold claims. 
 
When I look back, I think that those reading my remarks 
may have been a bit sceptical! 
 
However, I was genuinely determined to get things on 
track. I still had to prove myself and mould the band 
into a team who 
worked for each oth-
er. To those support-
ers outside the band, 
this might sound 
straightforward, but it 
needed a fair bit of 
management, musical 
experience and the 
ability to train a band. Disruptions were reduced and 
the work ethic was renewed. 
 
The results are now history and we have made great 
progress. The trophy cabinet is full, and we are now on-
ly one player short of a full team. 
 
Going forward, I intend to win the Yorkshire Area again 
and gain promotion back into the 2nd Section. So, 
more hard work and commitment required, full 
rehearsals twice a week and positive outcomes. 

 

Onward and Upwards 
Thank you to all the Players, Management and 
Supporters of the band, for your hard work, sup-
port and commitment over the last 12 months. 
I am looking forward to another good year in 
2020. 
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